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Course Description 
Objective of the course is the transfer of knowledge and the development of critical 

thinking about the methods of work and the jurisdiction of the European Court of 

Justice, as well as about the delimitation of jurisdiction between European and 

national level of courts.  

By successfully mastering the course, the students will understand the organization 

of EU judiciary and the importance of the European Court of Justice in 

interpretation and development of EU law. This will make reading of the case law 

easier and will enhance its understanding. In all the units, the course aims at 

developing the abilities of critical thinking about the reasoning of the courts, their 

position in relation to other institutions of government as well as critical appraisal 

of particular cases.  

Selection of topics to be covered in class: 

 

 Internal organization and the methods of work of the European Court of 

Justice 

 Law-creative role of courts generally and of the European Court of Justice 

particularly 

 Judicial review of EU law – main types of procedure and conceptual 

problems 

 Interrelationship between direct and indirect procedures for judicial review 

of EU law 

 Infringement procedure against Member States 

 Cooperation between the Court of Justice and national courts – preliminary 

ruling procedure 

 Preliminary ruling procedure in practice: How to draft a request for 

preliminary ruling 

 Procedure of Opinion on the compatibility of a draft international agreement 

with EU law 

 Relationship between the Court of Justice and the constitutional and 

supreme courts of the Member States 

 

 Basic information 
The course will be organized in the 

form of regular weekly lectures 

held by Tamara Ćapeta. 

 

Materials: will be placed on the 

web or distributed via e-mail 

 

Exam: take-home open-book exam  

& regular attendance 

 

 

 

Expected guest-lecturers: 
 

 

Marko Ilešič, Judge at the European 

Court of Justice  

 

Siniša Rodin, Judge at the European 

Court of Justice 

 

Miro Prek, Judge at the EU General 

Court 

 

Christian Thorning, Ambassador of the 

Kingdom of Denmark to Croatia, and 

former state agent in front of the 

European Court of Justice 

 

 

Prof. dr. sc. Tamara Ćapeta, LL.M. (College of Europe, Bruges); Ph.D. (Zagreb) is a tenured Jean Monnet Professor at the Faculty 

of Law of the University of Zagreb. In the academic year 2013/14, she has spent a year on the leave from the University in order to 

set-up the Croatian Unit for the translation into Croatian language at the Court of Justice of the EU, as the Head of the Unit. 

  

Professor Tamara Ćapeta is author of several books, including the textbook on EU law in Croatian language. She is regularly 

publishing in the field of EU law. She teaches at the University of Zagreb at both graduate and postgraduate (doctoral) level, and 

participates in the education of judges and civil servants in the field of EU law. She is a Head of the EU Law department at the Zagreb 

Faculty of Law and she directs postgraduate education in EU law. Her current research interest relates to the EU judiciary, especially 

questions of judicial interpretation of law and legitimacy of courts as well as to the legal issues connected to artificial intelligence.  


